Limestone Mining Project in Jaisalmer

Location: Village Sanu, Jaisalmer district, Rajasthan

Project proponent: Rajasthan State Mines and Minerals Ltd. (RSMML)
The major violations under EIA Notificaion:
1.    The notification of Public Hearing (PH) was published in local papers which are not popular in the affected mining area.
2.    The proposed mining is supposed to be the largest steel grade lime stone mining in Asia and instead of going for a comprehensive EIA, RSMML went for a rapid EIA. The affected villages have raised the problems of dust pollution, soil pollution etc several times but still the mining company went for a rapid EIA.
3.    The Executive Summary of the EIA was not made available to the Sarpanch and senior citizens of the village who were also the members of the EPH panel. The members had put up a written complaint to the SDM and the Rajasthan State Pollution Control Board (RSPCB) for the same. The Executive Summary of the EIA was made available only 7 days before the PH.
4.    The PH was organised in the premises of the project proponent ie RSMML at the district headquarters which is 60 kms from the project site with only one bus plying in a day.
5.    The PH was boycotted by all the participants including the peoples representative (Sarpanch and senior citizens) on 7th July 2005 reasoning violation of EC Notification process and requesting the PH to be reorganized after 6 months. Five of the panel members also boycotted the PH and walked out.
7.    The minutes of the PH was not made available and written requests have been made for the same by the panel members.
8.    After the PH the affected Gram Panchayats have resolved not to give NOC to RSMML for any mechanised mining and to ensure local employment if lease is given to RSMML.
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